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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

OF THE

City of Nassau, N. P.

on the east coast of North America, north of Cuba and St.
Domingo, encircling and almost enclosing the Gulf of Mexi-
co to the northward. These Islands are twenty-nine in num-
ber, and without exception of the same geological character,
being formed of calcareous rock, composed of coral shells and
warine deposits, hardened into lime-stone more or less strati-
fied, and abounding in fossils of recent and living species.
New Providence is the most importaunt of the group ; Nassau,
its chief and only town, was settled by Buropeans in 1629,
since which time it has been the seat of government. It is
situated in north 1:titude 25¢ 5°, and west longitude 77° 207,
covering an area of 85 square miles, with a population of
about 12,000. Its history is full of interest to the student,
but limited space and desire to place before the reader impor-
tant facts and statistics regarding it as a winter resort for in-
valids, compels us to ignore the claims of both history and ro-

@he Bahamas are a numerous group of Islands which lie

mance. :
New Providence has been noted for salubrity of climate for

many years, but events connected with its early and recent
history have so prejudiced the minds of Americans, and led
to such false impressions, that only to those who have had more
intimate knowledge of the Island has the idea of en even
transient residence been sufferable. During ouv civil war,
Nassau was, from its geographical position, the natural resort
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for “blockade runners,” and this, though the inhabitants
were as a general rule free from blame for the support the

so-called Confederacy received, yet, the fact that this Island:

formed the depot for traffic by which foreigners grew rich
from our misfortunes, has given our countrymen a very mis-
taken idea of the character of the residents. In no country
will the traveler find a better society, or more kind people,
than among the European and native inhabitants of Nassau.
The Hon. Horace Greeley, writing from here under date May
29th, 1870, says: “T cannot bid adieu to Nassau without at-
testing the spontaneous, hearty kindness evinced by her peo-
- ple universally, for the small but increasing colony of Ameri-
cans, whereof the nucleus
are nearly all invalids with their attendent relations
hither by pulmonary disease, and
ter winds,
tality save
to lowest,

drawn
the harshness of our win-
and naturally expecting little sympathy or hospi-
from each other; yet we are treated from highest
and from first to last with a generosity and kind-
ness which hardly allows us to remember that it is a foreign
country.”

Peter Bruce, in his memoirs (1732),
“The Bahama Islands enjoy the most serene and the most
temperate air in all America, the heat of the sun being great-
ly allayed by refreshing breezes from the east, and the earth
and air are cooled by constant dews which fall in the night,
and by gentle showers which fall in their proper 868£0MS, 50
that they are free from the sultry heat of our other settle-
ments. They are as little affected with frost, snow, hail or
the northwest winds, which prove so fatal both to man and
plants in our other colonies. It is, therefore, no wonder the
sick and afflieted of these climates fly hither for relief, being
sure to find a cure here.”’

says of the climate:

is the Royal Victoria Hotel. These

!
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A large volume might be filled with like extracts compli-
mentary to the climate, but we pref('ar to devote what si)rt;aq
we have to official statistics, from which the reader may draw
his own inference.

i The subjoined table is taken -from Gov. Ra.ws?n’s ‘ Report
of the Bahamas’’ for the year 1864, accompanying the blue
book of the colony.

Mean of daily observations on week days for ten years, from

1855 to 1864,
1 THERMOMETER ! w1§TD : Rﬁ%}g‘g&t‘
: 9 X.TM. 9 A M - ]\{ONJ H.
Max. |Med. ¢ Min. | 4”“2’}5’;’3‘;7&‘,}‘;;"““" | L
| 56| 2.4 Jan.
‘ 5|70 66| NEESEN. | 2 3
;6 71 | 66 ! NE. E. SE. 8. / 2.4 k{eb.}
‘ 781 72 66 | E. SE. NE. N. | 4.5 arf}l_l.
| 81| 75 68 NE.E. S SE | 24 Agril
| 8|78 71| NESE E 8. | 69) May.
88 | 81 74  SE E. NE. 8. 64 2 une.
88 | 82 ' 75 | E.SE. 8. NE. | 6.5 L3 July.
88 [ 81 . 75 E. SE. 8. NE. 6.7 [z August.
86 | 81 756 E.NE SE.N.| 52!% | Sept.
8 77 |73 NE.E.SE N. | 74] Oct.
79| 74 | 70 | NE.E. E. SE. | 2.& gov.
77 7860 NEESEN | 24 | Dec
82| 76| 71 1.6

“ The mean height of the barometer is exactly 30 inch;))s.
The greatest maximum heat exceed's.the average heatf 5";
not more than 12°. The greatest mlmmul‘n6 ia.,l,ls short of i
by 10°, the extreme variation is therefore ._’2‘ . .

The following table shows the average obtained from ¢ r}?e
observations, taken daily (7 A. M., 12 M., 5 P. M.,) at the
Royal Victoria Hotel during the past season.
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— S
Thermometer Record at the Royal Victoria Hotel,

SEASON OF i1869-'20.

’ -_
| B 3 . g
2 A E B E ) 5] s
A le S E S|k :5
1 1% | 133 | 783
331 70 | 7
2 j 163 | 743 | 74} | 734 7%% 15
AR AR Iy
5 | | 23] 69 | 7 e | I8 &
| 4| ni
RERE R IR AR IR
Do 6% | T4 | 813
| o 70 | 754 | 75
o Bl
I ;ga 6% | 123 | 613 | 70 | ;gg g&&
2| W74 704 | a3 | 71y | oy
14 s | 1a | ray| J0d| 880 72| 7o
15 78 724 76% 74 . i
7 3 49% 73 7
R I
8 | 66
}3 ég | 12% | 5% | 763 68§ ;fg g?g
S| N 6T e | 6 | ot | gl
20 703 | 72§ T4 70 Toy | 783 | s0g
22 | 719 76& | ;ég 6! ;gi | o
23 7% | 763 J 8% | 70 g o
24| T6% | 76 | 753 108 | S0f| T5%| 76
75% . % 73 7
> ;;ﬁ 74| T38| 115 | 10 7?@ gg@
% |7 6| 168 683 | T3 | 710 | s
5% | a1 T8 16 | 730 | 79" | g7 | B4
25 763 ;?& ;gg 4| 73 | 80 | gy
2 |7 v | o33 80 |
30 693 | 754 738 | 79
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Surgeon Major Bagot, R. A., gives the following compari-
tive table of temperatures :

WINTER, SPRING. SUMMER. AUTUMN.
Funchal ................ 63 50 64 ’46 71 ’60 70 ’88
Halifax, N. S.......... 21 31 ’67 61 46 ’67
New York.............. 30 12 52 706 70 ’93 53 20
Nassat......cocoeevnnnen 70 67 77 67 86 80 33
Nico..ooodivivnenannn. 46 33 55 92 71 '83 61 52
Algiers........coceeennn. 52 ’32 60 46 7441 67 87
Cairo «oocvverinininnnnn. 58 52 73 58 85 *10 71 48
*Jacksonville, Fla....55 '02 63 88 81’93 62 54

Staff Asst. Surgeon Segrave, R. A, in charge of meteorolo-
gical observations at Nassau, gives the mean degree of humi-

dity as follows :
January.......ccoeiiviiiennnnn 76 July oo 66 2
Feb'ry .oocovviiviniiianninn, 82 Aug .o, 72
March........icocvevinnn, 73 '8  Sept... T2
Aprilec.... i 647 Octiveveeiiriiinnnrininn, 81 '3
May...cocovviniiiiin 71 NOV.iiiiienciieiinnian 7707
June RRIWN } Dec.covveviriiriiiinnnnnen. 82
Average...icooceiiiiiiiiiiinieinen, 73 '3

From these observations, two important deductions will be
made. First, that the average temperature from November
to May inclusive, is exactly that at which out-door and in-
door life are best combined. Always above that, at which
artificial heat becomes necessary; and always below that, at
which exercise becomes exhausting. Second, that the varia-
tion between extreme limits of temperature is comparatively
small, and that these limits are those within which anyvaria.
tion is of the least possible importance to the health or com-
fort of the individual. Moreover, the mean barometrical

*From Report of Dr. A. 8. Baldwin, Jacksonville, Fla.
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DESCRIPTION OF NASSAU, N. P,

As foreign traffic is less, epidemics as well as sporadic cases
of yellow fever and cholera, have been much less numerous
than in New York. But as such instances oecur only during
the summer when visitors are away, the subject has no
interest in our present inquiry. During the last season, no
“known case of intermittent or remittent fever has occurred,
either at the hotel or among the white population of the
Island. It may, therefore, be considered certain that no
disease that takes epidemic form is indigenous to the Island,
neither can such diseases exist there, except to a very limited
extent when introduced from foreign ports, and even in such
case only during the summer months.

The city of Nassau is built on the northern side of the
Island which slopes down to the water’s edge, affording sure
and perfect drainage. Tt extends along the water front for
about three miles and back to the crest of the slope, on
which stand the Government House, the Royal Victoria
Hotel, and many of the finest private residences. The streets
are laid out at right angles with each other, and are uni-
formly macadamized, as are also the drives around i;h(,éﬂ'Island.
The houses, are, for the most part, built of stone, and the
grounds surrounding them are ornamented with flowers and

The city has a fine public library of over six thousand
volumes. Nassau has almost as much right to be called “the
City of Churches” as our own Brooklyn. All creeds find
themselves at home in the services of the various churches

trees.

and chapels.
The drives are not to be excelled—the roads being equal

to the best; the scenery, bcth seaward and inland, being
varied and beautiful. The harbor and neighboring waters
nfford at once a safe and extensive boating ground—while
the shores are covered with marine treasures, in the form of
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. In the interi
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and third stories being Pro
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The house is provided with bath rooms and other \

fan-light.

modern improvements. The ta
300,000 gallons in capacity ;
through the puilding from &

parlors are large
room W

Sea-bathing is convenientl
baths, either in bathing-room
furnished at all times.

To sum up the advantage ©

place where the inv
oy the finest and most equé

may enj
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of epidemic disease, hurricanes,
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from May 1st, 1870, intends nv
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plies, and
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Terms, three dollars
Sorme, thre lars per day, American gold i i
choice of (;)ci‘zflefd r(.)o.ms, excepting privite i)::ilrcsh ng“_ms
are roservod for ta.mlhes and persons rooming to‘ tlllmh
herarhiptoen : hters of credit, certificates of depositgeU eé'.
Bl hotes or coin ¢ tehmost convenient form of funds a’s ost
or tho business of e colony is transacted with thla Uu'ms(;
ates and on & sis of U 8. gold. e
Tork by the Al f:?s,mll& in direct communication with N
e ;(, ail S.teamship Co.’s steamers h'evlz’
e avory ourtt lujsday, viz.:—Qct. 6th, Nov. 8th, ]')W 1lc ’
— co,n tmc,t l’)rt:y-ﬁve dollars, gold. On Februar’ lec' .
gy sonsts Estween. the Bahamian Governmenty ' S;’ th'e
Compaay e be, zsteg thh time,a fortnightly steam 00?1;1111 thl's
e . st ?mlsh;d. Until that time, a mail willlui)l-
oomortuity offens Im '58 Broadway, by sailing vessel .
. In this way, persons having fr?euds at ’tl?:

hotel m&y be tOlelably certaln Of Sendlng alld Iecelvnlg

letters each
week.  Letters
* addressE,d, “ Oar
e of Agent,
y

R. & . H., t y .
| a the above number, Wlll be prompﬂ fOI Walded

LEWIS F. CLEVELAND.

By special :
permission ? .
named gentlomen i— , reference is made to the following

Dx. ALONZO CLARK, N Y
‘ %‘(Y)HN T. METCALFE,  *
* WILLIAM A HAMMOND, ©
* 7. GAILLARD THOMAS T
: .{?%Jgs R. WOOD, Lo
DYCE BA “
.« JOHNJ. CRANI;:KER’ «
« AUSTIN FLINT, “

N WEBB.

From General JAMES WATSO

New York, May 10th, 1870.

My Dear Mun. GREELEY :
T have, within a fow days. returned from Nassau, N. P,
where I took & meraber of my family in February, by advice
ily physician, in consequence of a broncbial affec-
hich admonished us t0 avoid, for the present, & north
ent eight in the tropiss. The result
has heen most satisfactory, excepding indeed, our most san-
wine a.nticipations. And, therefore, T trouble you with this
Tetter, to be published in September next, when so p1any in-
valide suffering from 1 1 will be anxiously en:
quiring where they ma and
damp of our winters.
Nassau, at the Royal
ty in investigating th
" in this hemisphere, 88 a gr

throat and lungs
Qouth Caroling, Greorgia, and Florida, all put in their claims
to be favorable resorts for invalids desirous of escaping from
the severity of our winters ; and relatively, their claims are
great continent, and subject

ood. But being situated on this
ienced north
1 considered

to all the changes and vicissitudes of climate exper
of the tropics, their merits are only relative whe
in relation to mwore northern Every where in our

country, we are liable more OF less, to frost in winter. 'This

i emphatically the case in Florida ; and what makes it far
worse for the nvalid, the climate 15 so mild during most O
the winter, that when frost does COmeé, it is discovered that few

tion, W
winter, after having sp

a refuge from the cold

GREELEY spent the winter in

Victoria Hotel, you will have no difficul-

o claims of Nassal, to be without & rival
and Sanitaria for all diseases of the
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ifany precautions h
?uence' D8 have been taken to resist itg deleterious ip-
Tosts; and T know £ . -
st Tom personal observationg ;
tr:,s,s ;;hatt (;cl;; Nprtheys experienced in Cuba :rse mufebrua'ry
g e invalid suffering from aﬁ‘ectic’)ns o% tlhz ?S. e
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I :
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ol 3 ides, of St. Th
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ousidered to be without g rival throuéhout l‘:ll;(iﬂ\'%’atellgr
porion 2 Lower lN assau has not only been proved to bOr :
el lt?r ocalities as a Sentfarig in the New We M
ot hEalgh zil 80, to Madeira itself Madeira is ¢ 'dOI‘Id,
¥ than Nassau, from the 1st of June to theeml ?&dl¥
3b am avory ez ";111% éh?rmon}eter in the former Island st:ng
2 Fa,renhe%;_ e li)r g;ﬂe(v;vlinlg‘r in th? latter it averages 855
€
:}11(')1111113('1 x:’rg' Ii)iro(?e}:'.ly remarks, tha?erfg et
T find himself
M ml:ddle nd Ocl':::beelf-, in Nassau, fron_l the middle of J une

clcl)mplaints;.
the Steamer landin
T g Passengers on thei
o meent I situated in Lat. 959 05 North, and 1oopel®:
The Sc]im Nt[ad?ri Is in Latitude 81° N, 01"th ongitude 779
ate of the two places ag jnd: )
of thermometrical observa.%t)iOHS, ’isaZsu;'glllc:szd- by 8 long series

{
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Madeira,............ Winter, 63° 50’ Spring, 64° 45’
Nassau,............ do 70° 67’ do 77967
New York,....... do  30° 12’ do  52° 06’

Now, you and I know, that when in winter, the temperature
of our houses gets down to 65°, we increase our fires; and
consequently we know too, that to constitute a climate, the
meaun or average of which is 63°, the Thermometer must,
most of the time, be below 60, consequently, fires become a
necessity ; and the outdoor atmosphere is not one which an in-
valid afflicted with disease of the lungs may safely breathe.
The remedy in all lung diseases, is exercise in the open air,
constantly inhaling an atmosphere of 70° or upwards; and
the mean of the winter temperature in Nassau being 70° 677,
and of the spring 779°67’, both dry with perfectly cloudless
gkies, there appears to be no doubt, that from Novembher to
May, Now Providence is without a rival as a great Senitaria.
Frost has never visited Nassau,—the coldest day known
during the past twenty-one years of careful registration (with
one exception not verified). being 64°; and the warmest,
from November to May, 82°—a variation of only eighteen
degrees between the coldest and the warmest day, during the
period that invalids would naturally visit the Island for
health. And the greatest difference in the thermometer
ever recorded between October and June, is only twenty
degrees.
It follows, then, that there is on earth no such other place,
as regards climate between October and June, as Nussau.
The rain fall during the Winter and Spring, is as follows,

viz. :—

November........ 2.8 February......... 24
December...... .24 March.............. 4.5
January ......... 2.4 April.............. 2.4

The mean height of the barometer for a series of years is.
aseertained to be exactly 30 inches, and the average humidity

of the climate is 73.3.
- During the month of March and Aypril, we had only five

falls of rain, usually of only two or three hours’ duration, or

L
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less; and ounce, raining about six hours continuously. During
those two months we had rain previous to 10 P. M. but once;
and both day and night the heavens were cloudless.

- Buch are the facts of the case in regard to the climate of

Nassau; and extraordinary as they are, when compared with -

other places on the globe noted for their salubrity, there are
great natural causes, visible and apparent to all, why it should
be found free from frost, although in Lat. 25° 05 North; and
at the same time, boast all the beunefits of the Tropics with a
warm summer climate as equable as man can desire. Those
causes consist in the very peculiar and remarkable position of
the Island. Look at the map, and you will at once perceive
that on the Soufh it is bounded by the South Atlantic, and the
warm waters which constitutes that miglity arm of the ocean—
the Gulf Stream. On the West, that great wonder of the
Ocean separates it from the Continent of America, and again
protects Nassau on the North, and modifies all the ¢6ld winds
of the Continent into gentle zephyrs by the time they reach
New Providence; and on the East we ars open to the Broad
Atlantic; which, in TLat. 23°, never emits any amount of cold
which the invalid may not safely inhale.

The sanitary virtues of the climate of Nassau are not of
recent discovery ; and one hundred and forty years ago, Peter
Bruce, in his memoir, said :—

“The Bahama Islands enjoy the most serene and the most
temperate air in all America,—the heat of the sun being
greatly allayed by refreshing breezes from the Xast, and
the earth and air are cooled by constant dews which fall in
the night, and by gentle showers which fall in their proper
seasons ; so that they arc free from the sultry heats of our other
settlements. They are not affected with the frost, snow, hail
or north-west winds, which proves so fatal both to men and
plants in our other colonies. It is therefore, no wonder the

sick and afflicted inhabitants of those climates fly hither for
relief, being sure to find a cure here.”
What was true in 1732, is equally true now; and it is to
benefit suffering humanity that 1 write this letter over my
own signature as a guarantee, that the invalid who may visit

17
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of a Chesterfield, and an accent that Lord Dundreary might
have owned. He was educated in England, I am told, and
has since traveled nearly everywhere. The colored people
here seem to have a very good chance, in many respects.
There is next to no prejudice against them. The policemen
are all colored men, so are the soldiers. The climate suits

them ; they can earn good livings, if they choose to work;

and, if they do not, why they can live on sugar-caue, and be
as idle as crown princes. Candor compels me to state that
they generally choose the latter alternative; consequently

i

i
the lan g s iding alono .. E

was luxuriang with vegziuu% t(_) end. Oﬁ eitlfe%- ;lda 1 there is very little done in the way of agriculture. Some of the
ing 9; the wilq cactys the 1 blacks do a moderate trade in sponges, which they gather by

P detaching with a long hooked pole, from the coral bed of the 1
sea. They also dive for conch pearls, which are said to be
very pretty, but are not obtained in sufficient quantities for
I ain told that they have a rosy, opalescent luster.

|

f ¢ Confederate .
re 8 duripg 1
, moved. The thickly lnlit‘:ﬂ:: r, but, for 80Ime efélaszold fo commerce
ln 1 n) : o . .
1ot The most exquisite shell-work I ever saw is done here. Some
of it was sent to the Great Exposition, and honorably men-

ck mags ||
| tioned in its report. Flower-crosses, baskets, vases, butter-
flies, brooches, bracelets, all kinds of ornaments, are made of

shells, and are extremely beautiful. -
" One of the most charming features of Nassau is its beach,
which extends for miles, and is covered with all sorts of treas-

earer yet to th

the San Salvadur o harbor we va ;

I ador, thoge unluck‘%r (?’fﬁi the famous Lilian ang / ures in the shape of pretty shells, star-fish, sea eggs (a creature
iti I PTivateers, now held || R that looks like an animated chestnutburt, ard has unmistak-
3 able way of saying * touch me not” by darting some of his
sharp prickles into one’s flesh), sea fans, branching voral,

and little sponges washed ashore by the tide. The sea ap-
pears here in its gentlest, most caressing mood. No foaming
billows, no sighing of the salt sea waves, no moaning nor
groaning—in fact, none of the usual melancholy aspects of

urin 88sau people,
ins_gat;l(ia :;g:,'- él‘he _hun'ilc)'ax;eg - old ocean. Verdant little' peninsulas, running out here a.‘nd
now not }f th‘%m right] there, give a pleasant variety to the coast. The hurbor, with
. OW sincerely, *’ g its little fishing-smacks, its weather-worn sail-ships, its light-
t - house, and old, ruined fort, is picturesque enough for Venice.
~ Speaking of forts, there is a most curious one on an emi-
nence commanding the island. It is built very much in the
form of a side-wheel steamer, which is singular enough, inas-

eutrality laws, when any byt
u




EITERS FRON Nissay p
’\ ' LETTERS FROM NASSAU, N. P. 21
.00 years old. . :
o the f I‘IVhlf_Jh the British ﬁ,olﬂcal tl?(}mon The hotel here is the finest structure on the Igland. It !
otlowing version ig given : Zli and, was built by the Government, not very long since. It is now
n the night plan.t od and- exceedingly well kept, and would compare nof disadvantage-
uch a manper as to co ey . ously with the best New York hotels, The opportunities for
rning, it » When that ?(}mand boating, sporting, and driving, are excellent. The roads,
£ 1t was to idalgo formed of the native rocky bed of the Island, are as good as

surrender. at discret;
1m at theijr

on to the
mercy,

concrete.  Altogether, these are charming winter quarters,
where, instead of hail and snow, and stormy blast,

A variory of

¢ Blossoms and fruits and flowers together vise ;
And the whole year in gay contusion lics.”

I.L G.

our r
s oomL. From Albany Evening Journal, Feb. 17th, 1870.

r .
The climate
Mgzssrs EpiTors :

told, will ¢ Tt
L arcely vary four , e thermometey, T
air ig ba]‘my, with degrees in ag many monthg, T{LIE It is said that
i “To avoid the ills we have,

out being enervating, T

_ 1 give
erlvgd from thig ch'lfate :

a came here 4}

ere 1s pOSitiVe en-
wrought almogt

out ten yearg

We fly to those we know not of ;"

! And this is no poetic fiction, yet I fancy we do not realize

how often the converse is, also, true.

Our climate, for instance, taken as a whole, is not, perhaps
less healthful than any other, and yet how often do we see
the vietims to its rigidity in our streets, and mourn over them

in our dwellings.

bected to live by lung comp}

a i Mpletely, a i . . . .
the first year; but tf'};o: t time. g g not g«itir? dvgf ng ex- With the conviction that part, if not greater is in certain
him to-day. econd made him g well man ay ;nuch cases better than a whole; that, with us, an east wind is not

Another instance ; A - ) 88 1 saw aliment, or in January, the north an elixir; that the animal
%8s brought there in a;}“}mg man with ope lung destr functions rebelled, alike, against their exclusion, and trans-
weoks he wagq riding ho almost dying conditiop, 13 Oi}:ed formation, I sought, a few weeks ago, in the interest of others,
;ell enough to returi torzeubf?ck, and by Summer tim: Wew to turn the scasons about, and to receive the breath of sum-

: year, Slness. Th as mer in this winter of our complaining.
S.eve,ral Consumptives, wh ¢ oceurred only last To do this, we left New YOBK in a% fine and comfortable
Fapidly, ang expect to 0 came thig lagt Faj ., a steamer as we have on the Hudson, and in four days we
Teturning jn good hegltlf °P up the reputation of i[fer ° %’ammg were at Nassau, New Providence, one of the Bahamas, in
¢ome in time ¢ avmdn(ifﬁ June. Presume mag; (;3 Ol;y latitude 25, where frost never comes and where the bloom is
severe Northern Spp; © perpetual.
pring. We luxuriated in a soft, balmy atmosphere of seventy-four

degrees, and could but feel there was health in every breath.
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is a nephew of the late George W. Newell of our city, former.
ly Canal Auditor, &c. They have the assistance, too, both on
the steamers and at their house, of one of the most efficien:
and gentlemanly caterers to be met with anywhere, in the
person of Major Keating.

It was here, as I think, under the best hygienic influences
I left the friend in whose behalf I made the trip; and here
should I be glad to know, that many of the more numerous
class to which I have alluded, as seen in our * sfreets anc
mourned over in our dwellings,”’ were to have these advanta.
ges. It is simply to call their attention to these facts that ]
ask you to publish them.
; . I am, &c.; V. Q

From Albany Morning Express, April 12th, 1870.

Nassay, N. P.

‘Perhaps the observations and reflections resulting from a
fow weeks residence on this island of New Providence, may
be of some interest to your readers.

The Bahama Islands are the most northerly group of the
‘West Indies. They extend nearly or quite 500 miles, in ¢
general direction ranging from North-west to South-east, jus
on the verge of the tropics. Their number is indefinite—th
larger are designated Islands those of smaller dimension
are called cays, and the still smaller, rocks or reefs. Th
principal islands number some twenty or twenty-five, th
cays over six hundred and the rocks and reefs thousands
. Their geological structure is a carbonate of lime of coral fm
mation. Their products are sponges, turtles, salt and fruit
All the tropical fruits are grown in perfection, cotton ar
sugar cane also flourish but are little cultivated.

These isands form a Colony of Great Britain—7"¢ Bahama
Their total population is about 85,000, of which New Prov
dence contains about 15,000, The seat of Government.
Nasgsau—a town of some 12,000 people—about 9,000 of wha:
are blacks.




25

LETTERS FROM NASSAU, N. P.

BITERS ppop Nassay, x
AU, K. p,

V\\_\ii

’1’ NGW PI'OVid .
| contajp;j fnce s ¢
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from the snows and cold of our mid winter to the floral abund-
nce and ‘balmy atmosphere of this Island.

The climate of the Island is remarkably equable and favor-
able to health. It is much visited by invalids with lung dif-
ficulties, and it would seem that they are here placed under
all the favorable influences that genial’ climate can render.
f-Situated to the east and south of the gulf stream, the winter

climate of the Island is free from the sudden depressions and

fluctnations of temperature to which our Southern States are
All our north and north-west winds which reach the |
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! een foot OWever
& water at(ti::;gh; Lhe townt(ig dsglfigd o7 ships of gyo. :
Stitrioned as gar“sona tF(i)xfl' » Tegiment 0; db?gc oo forts anq foitiect orgia. and Florida, after blowing over a conti-
a b.laellrglzal yl(i)(fegese blackg ::e Sp?(cilol?;f 18 of the s;i?é:fsmare pad: ice, are tempe’red before rezihing it by the
teﬂlgeﬂﬂy and faﬂl}?f ho seem to dls?;;len' Nagssay hag algél 1igl warmth of the gulf stream. The weather record of the
: ully. arge their past winter at Nassau, shows 64 deg. Farenheit as the mini-
uties in mum and 84 deg., the maximum of the thermometer The

meteorolog cal record for ten years from 1850 to 1860 taken
speh;day at 9 a. M., reported to the home government, states
60;:an.the minimum and %8 as the maximum for the whole
ten ‘yoars. Dr. Kirkwood, who has been a resident on the
Island for nearly thirty years, says that on one occasion of a
--long storm, the thermometer descended to 54 deg. which is
the lowest he ever knew it to mark during his residence here.
#! < It is very rare indeed that so low a mark as 60 deg. is reached
' ‘in winter, or that a higher than 90 is made in summer. Asa
. winter residence for persous suffering from or threatened with
lung difliculties, so far as climate is concerned, it would seem
* that this Island affords all that could be hoped for in any place
" g0 readily accessible. .
The comforts and conveniences afforded invalids are, too, of
‘! the best class. About 1860, the colonial government with a
" view to making the advantages of the climate more readily
‘gvailable to invalids, constructed a large hotel, which in
‘adaptedness to its purpose and the general wants of its guests
“bas few equals, and the writer does not know of its superior.
i The activity of the blockade trade consequent on the rebellion,
11 | waking Nassau its centre, diverted this hotel from the pur-
‘| pose of. its construction, and it helped the attractions of the
' town to the coniraband traders. inimical to our government

Y the ye] ;
PerDotual blogy, * gl Pine. Ry
) th l-t m.. The IOnt o8es and the ol
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during the war,

cortaie . -
rtain odium attached 1o 1t; and with good reason when we
y

consider the ready g m . .
citizens and goverimgntP&thy yielded the insurgents by its

unti -

tookljl}llaer I:ar?)i’el'ltt poprietors Messrs. Cleveland and Newell
“Enow hgw toll; These gen,t’lemen are among the few who
dently from the egquri. aotel,” and the writer can say confi-
their roof, and ethe: plgll‘;;:: ee::;e?(iweral V;eg 5o esidence under
ke . oy riénce of friends

Tlgtpll'looptiilet OQHSI'(lerlng _the circumstances, do’ezhitoi Zititst;r
ing in their eﬁ with Maj Keating their assistant, are uutir-
and wants of the?‘vors to provide for the comfort, convenience
Or pains on th - guests, and especially of invalids, No labor
conifort o grailfl"y It)}?;twiiermsftoo much, if they can add to the
with courtesy aud cheer!’ulzgassgvchhi’cﬁngnthe "t oo s Tendered

ds(i\?, s-_z[nd RS & merited
that th’ey, have Just coneluded a'lea:se of til’e l(%iirl;‘f ‘1}?0?311;9
. . a
mentII am confident
Y 3 realiz
o Zslsrf'eli‘i g:s g:eocildsotilety.s There are Z’nany I*Jensglllicsclfs:nd a
; sidents. trangers are off, y
esy and kmc'lness by the citizens, Therzregr: vzhznc;}(l)l:;
' 7 he church ¢
(lzsh Eisgomv;?lgnﬁ, or until recently it has been the ?‘ egtilﬁir;%{e?g
% in Fngle I;?i mfans that the Government footed its hills
thongh Frod: t has quite recently been dis-established.
nonegn b de‘(rle the present hishop and clergy receive the
o Metﬁogist lllil::;tg tthen(-1 Iie)arsonal tenure, when ilt cea;eqe
. ) 18t and Presbyterian denominati e
T . 0 ‘
anlons b pented. The Sabbath is well observed. No 3?1326
Sanpo bet:a kew England towns, has the writer seen the
er kept by all classes. The streets, for theii

whole width, are filled w; ' i
D el ik, preponedu"?:tti}rllgl.)eople going to and from church
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I must not forget to mention that Nassau has an excellent
public library established by the Colonial Government, which
is available to strangers and residents at the moderate charge
of $1.50 quarterly, and that the gentlemanly Librarian, H. E,
Mosely Esq , will give all visitors courteous attention.

‘When speaking of the Hotel Royal Victoria, I should have
stated a fact interesting to Albanians particularly, that
Albany is represented Ly a table seating thirteen denizens of
that good old town, to be diminished by one, who to-day takes
his departure homeward.

This Island and the harbor of Nassau was for nearly a cen-
tury the rendezvous and strong hold of the buccaniers—the
freebouters of the seas. Rumor has it that the Colonial gov-
ernors have not always been free from complicity with the pi-
rates and that they have some times shared in their plunder.
These honest officials in early times occasionally called in the
“sorvices of the freebooters to aid them in disciplining and con-
frolling the landsmen, and it is hardly surprising that they
:should find themselves in the condition of the horse in the
fable after he had invited the man to mount him for hunting
the stag. The story has it that they actually roasted one Eng-
lish governor for being a little refractory in complying with

their virtuous behests.

" A large, perhaps the principal branch of business of Nassau
is wrecking. The navigation of the seas contignous to the
Bdhamas is pcculiarly perilous. There are numerous shoals
and sunken coral reefs. upon which if a ship strikes, she is
sure to be seriously damaged if nut totally wrecked. 'The
government commissions numerous small vessels as wreckers
which continually cruise among the islands to discover and aid
any vessel in distress. By lightening their cargo, such vessels
are usually got off and taken to Nassau where they are re-
paired and again fitted for sea. The services of the mer-
chants are called in to settle salvages, store the (argo while
waiting repairs. A Jiberal commission is charged for services
and ten to fifteen per cent. often paid for advances of funds for
the round trip of the damaged vessel. These expenses are
usually paid by the underwriters of insured ships. During
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the five weeks stay of the writer at Nassau to date of writing, .

. some ten or twelve such damaged: vessels and cargoes have

been brought in, ranging from three to seven or eight hundred
tons burden; -and cost of salvage repairs and expenses, from
ten to th1rty thousand dollars each. The merchants state
that the business is much less in amount than formerly, owing

" to the better lighting of the points of danger, and better ac-

quaintance with the navigation.

The seas abound with fish of many varieties,” and fish is one
of the staples of food with the Islanders. Many men'in little
sloops-and schooners are ewmployed in fishing: . The fish are
brought into the market dock at Nassau and exh1b1ted to cus-
tomers alive. Being promptly cooked after taking them from
the water, they are of excellent quality. There. are but few
fish of our northern waters, sud none that afford- you gamey
sport in the taking, like our blue-fish or bass. The morgate
and the mutton-fish seem to be the most important food fishes,

Theu there is the turbot and the tine ; the squirrel-fish and tha""‘,yi

grunter the angel fish, beautifully silvered and spotted, and *
the jew-fish. . Of the jew-fish, which frequentlg-peaches ther
weight of two hundred pounds, it is stated that JEEeonly: it
by diving and putting the hook in his mouth *Bgthe- "'anf of.. -
the diver. The story sounds a little to fisky to be vouched f%

“and reminds one of the prescriptions of our juvenile days for

catehing birds by putting salt on their tails; but I au, never-
theless, assured by veracious men of its truth.

- An incident has this mormng ocenrred remmdmg us of gimi-
lar scenes with us in times now happily for ever past. A
Spanish war steamer lying in the harbor on- service for sup-
pressing the Cuban insurrection, had sent on share a slave.
The colored citizers of Nassau availed of the-occasion t6 ap-
prise him of his legal freedom, whereupon the sable chattel
objected to being returned aboard ship, preferring fo control
his own actions. A short examination before the magistrate re-
sulted in declaring him free, at which, announcement the
cheers of the assembled: multitude filling, the streets made the
welkiu ring again. Thus it is the universal human heart beats
in sympathy with personal freedom. Thus may it ever be!
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